870 DECISTONS 01 TITE COMPTEOLLER,

————

CHARGES UPON APPROPRIATIONS.

An approptiation for tha acquisilion of Jand s alligadod by (he hringing of
vodidutiatationr procecdings, even though the prococdings are nat cotet !
within (he prerind for which 1be ANPrapriation was wade,

Ccmplrollé;‘ Downey to Lhe Secrelavy of the Treasury. June 17, 1915:
By youe veference of Tene 16, 1905, 1 have the incuivy of the
Secrclary of War of June H, 10105, whother if condemination pro-
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ceedings for ithe aequisition of Tand ave instituted before a Tederal
court prior to but not completed anbil after June 30, 1915, it will
be a suflicient obligation of the appropristion to prevent it being
retiwrned to the Treasury.

The appropriation in question was made by the act of March 2,
L3 (3T Stat., TI0), of $350,000 for eneawpment and manedvers,
Ovganized Militia, “to be immediately available and remain avail-
able until the end of the fiseal year nineleen hundred and ffecen,”
and anbhorized the Secretary of War—

“to expend $50000, or 3o much thereol as may be neeessary, for the
wecuisition, by pmchaqn ar condemnation, of the neeessary mel for
a gnitable vange foor Fiell Avtillery lnu-\L practio, * = %

The apprapriation wuthaorizes Lthe aeruisition of land by condemna-
tiocn proceedings.  Where soch procvedings are brought the time
within which they may be completed can not be absolutely con-
trolled, nevertheless they would be a charge npon the appropriation,
and the only dovbt whetlhier the charge continues upon the appro-
priation alter June 30 is bheeause the mmonnt of that charge is indefi-
nite until the proceedings wrv completed.

L ean see no reason, however, in the indefinitencss of the amount
for which (he appropriation is chargeable for holding that it has
lapsawl. Tt wonld place on a most precarions footing the possibility’
of pavment for Tands threugh condemuation proceedings, although
the ebligation to take the Jand is there.

T am of apinion that the condemnation procecdings if bronght
before June 40 are a charge upon the appropriation, so that there is
to be returncd to the Treasury only sueh amownt of the appropria-
tion as will rewnin, less the amount of  this charge when it 1s
delernyined,



